HO	THREE  YEARS   OF  CALM  BEFORE  THE  STORM
nature, such a conflict might occur in 1935, but the outlook for
peace has improved slightly during the past six months. These are
the chief factors now working against a Russo-Japanese war :
 (1)	There has been in recent months a noticeable reaction against
the military and especially against the vast military expenditures
and demands in the budget.   This reaction has manifested itself in
the cabinet, in the press, and especially in the Diet.    The recent
attacks on the Army and Navy through interpellations in the Diet
have been the most direct and forcible anti-military manifestations
that have occurred in Japan since the Manchurian adventure began
in 1931.
 (2)	The forcible nature of these interpellations in the Diet in-
dicate a growing strength and confidence of the political leaders.
The military have overplayed their hand*   It now remains to be seen
whether these political elements, with their increasing confidence,
will in turn overplay their hand.   If they do so, there will be the risk
of further terroristic activities.   Angry reverberations have already
been heard from the Navy.   Once the Diet is adjourned, however,
there will be less opportunity for the politicians to express their
views in public, although they will have had full opportunity to
register their concern at the dangerous situation into whichjjmilitary
aggressiveness has been leading the country.
 (3)	Public feeling against the Army has been accentuated by the
light sentences given to the officers concerned in the assassination of
Premier Inukai on May 15, 1932, compared to the heavy sentences
meted out to the civilians, although the latter were involved to a
lesser degree.   General Araki, it has been reliably reported to me,
remarked not long ago that the military court-martial in deter-
mining the military sentences made a serious mistake, having totally
misjudged the force of public opinion.   He added that if the officers
who assassinated Premier Inukai had committed hara-kiri on his
doorstep instead, there would have been an immediate revolution,
but they adopted the wrong method of gaining their ends.

 (4)	It is generally felt that General Araki's resignation, actually
due to his illness—which many feel to have been providential dis-
pensation—has relieved the situation of an inflammatory element.
While his successor's attitude towards a Soviet-Japanese war is not
known, it can at least be said that there will now be less public rattling
of the sabre and fewer provocative utterances from the military.   This
should exert a calming influence.
 (5)	The   middle    classes,    including    the    liberal    professions,
merchants, industrialists, landlords, have changed their mentality
during the past year, and in the face of the economic prosperity
caused by increasing exports, they desire a continuation of the status
quo and dread the upsets which a war would bring.   The rural popula-
tion has not shared fully in the prosperity which has fallen to the
industrial and merchant classes.    In the face of constantly rising
living costs, the farmer's income has remained stationary, or nearly

